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Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home! 
 

   Golden autumn colours, warm days and 
cool nights, slow-cooked nourishing and 
warming dishes to cheer the evenings, are 
all things to be welcomed and anticipated in 
the coming weeks. I really enjoy the changes 
in the season, though I know for some 
shortening of the days and gradual chilling 
of the air can be a little depressing. Yet 
October is a time of month to give thanks to 
God, for our families, our communities, our 
homes and work, I also think there is a real 
element to which we can reach each other 
and cherish our relationships. 
 

   In the church this has come to be known 
as Creationtide, a season that holistically 
gives thanks for those fishermen and 
farmers who provide produce from land and 
sea, and a time to reflect on how we can 
responsibly care for our planet and the 
environment and the resources that have 
been entrusted to us as humanity. As 
Christians we gave thanks because God is 
generous and we in turn look for 
opportunities to say thank you and be 
generous to others in the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Harvest reminds us of the many 
things we can take for granted, we also 
remember those who are less fortunate 
than we are.  
 

   There will be the opportunity to give 
thanks and celebrate the Harvest at all of 
the churches in the Benefice. The details are 
on the page opposite. You are all welcome! 
There will be opportunity to bring items for 
the Andover Food Bank. I leave you with this 
wonderful poem by Victorian poet and 
Jesuit priest, Gerard Manley Hopkins.  
 

  David           The Revd David Roche 

                                  Vicar 
 

 

 
 

   ‘The world is charged with the grandeur 
of God. 
   It will flame out, like shining from shook 
foil; 
   It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of 
oil Crushed. Why do men then not reck his 
rod? 
   Generations have trod, have trod, have 
trod; 
   And all is seared with trade; bleared, 
smeared with toil; 
   And wears man’s smudge and shares 
man’s smell: the soil 
   Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
 
   And, for all this, nature is never spent; 
There lives the dearest freshness deep 
down things; 
   And though the last lights off the black 
west went 
   Oh, morning, at the brown brink 
eastward, springs – 
   Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 
World broods with warm breast and with 
ah! Bright wings. 
 
   Amen  

 
Gerard Manley Hopkins 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



St Andrew, Hurstbourne Priors; St Nicholas, Longparish; St Peter, St Mary Bourne; St James, Woodcott. 

 
Services and Registers  October 2024 

Services in the Parish Churches 
 

         October 2024 
 

All Zoom details are available from the Church wardens or Dodie Marsden.  

 
Sunday 6th - Trinity 19 
 

St Andrew’s, Hurstbourne Priors 10.30am Holy Communion 

St Nicholas’, Longparish 10.30am Family Harvest Festival 
St Peter’s, St Mary Bourne 10.30am Holy Communion 
St James’, Woodcott   9.00am Holy Communion 
Home Zoom Service at 10.30am  

 
Wednesday 9th 
 

St Peter’s, St Mary Bourne   9.30am Holy Communion 

 
Sunday 13th - Trinity 20 
 

St Andrew’s, Hurstbourne Priors   11.00am   Family Harvest Festival 
St Nicholas’, Longparish 10.30am Holy Communion 

St Peter’s, St Mary Bourne 10.30am Holy Communion 
St James’, Woodcott  No Service 
Winchester Cathedral Zoom Service Online  

 
Sunday 20th - Trinity 21 
 

St Andrew’s, Hurstbourne Priors   6.00pm Benefice Evensong 
St Nicholas’, Longparish 10.30am Family Service 
St Peter’s, St Mary Bourne 10.30am Family Harvest Festival 
St James’, Woodcott   9.00am   Harvest Matins 
Home Zoom Service at 10.30am  

 
Wednesday 23rd 
 

All Hallows, Whitchurch   9.30am Holy Communion 

 
Sunday 27th - Trinity 22 
 

St Andrew’s, Hurstbourne Priors  10.30am Family Praise 
St Nicholas’, Longparish  10.30am Morning Prayer 
St Peter’s, St Mary Bourne  10.30am Holy Communion 
     6.00pm  Benefice Evensong 
St James’, Woodcott  No service 
Home Zoom Service at 10.30am  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

For all enquiries about Baptisms, 
Weddings, Funerals in any of the parish 

churches, please contact the Church 
Office Administrator:  01256 893573 
brightwatersbenefice@gmail.com 

 

Rev David Roche:  01256 892535 
revd.davidroche@hotmail.com   

 

Rev Canon Dodie Marsden: 
 01264 738211 

dodie.marsden@gmail.com 
 

● For details of Roman Catholic Services in 
Whitchurch or Andover:  01264 352829 

 

● Methodist Minister for our parishes: 
The Revd Rachel Borgars, 11 Lapwing Rise, 
Whitchurch, RG28 7SU   01256 895878 or 

rachel.borgars@methodist.org.uk 
 

 

From the Church Registers  
 

Funerals 
"Into God's loving care we commit you ..." 
 

David Nutbeam 
Burial of ashes - Hurstbourne Priors - 7/9/24 

 

Victoria Lewis 
Thanksgiving service and burial of ashes 

St Mary Bourne - 7/9/24 
 

Alex Poppy 
Burial of ashes - St Mary Bourne - 7/9/24 

 

Barbara Ethel Dickinson 
Funeral - Basingstoke Crematorium - 12/9/24 

 

Derek Munnion 
Funeral - St Mary Bourne - 18/9/24 

 

 

LET US PRAY - If you would like us to pray for you 
or someone else, please email 

stnbrightwaters@icloud.com  giving the name (no 
surname required) and include a reason if you wish, or 

contact a member of the local ministry team. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To advertise in Hill & Valley, please email: hillandvalley@longparish.com 
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Continuing our autumnal ride up the 

B3048 - Summerhaugh to Stoke 
Highway to the North - Part 7 

 

   Any place can have ‘a square,’ only St. Mary Bourne has a 
‘Summerhaugh’, according to Bourne Valley writer and 

historian, Kathleen Innes (1883-1967).  Again, we are 
speaking Old English, Summerhaugh probably meaning 

something like ‘an enclosure where the cattle are pastured 
in summer’, when the water table of the Bourne was low 

but there was still something for them to drink.  From the 

popular George Inn (mid-1800s), the road zigzags sharply 
over the Bourne’s vulnerable bridge, giving a momentary 

glimpse of the new community shop (2001 and recent 
extensions, 2022) behind the Village Centre (1993, 

replacing the earlier building of 1955).  Quickly regaining its 
direction past The Old Plough, closed as a pub in 1951, the 

B3048 passes the Holdway Cottages on the right opposite 
the 1888 Vicarage, almshouses built in MDCCCLXII, 

according to its informative Latin inscription (why on earth 

Latin?).  
 

   Now we are in the grandly named High Street, currently 

unable to boast a single shop—cue a lament over how out-

of-town supermarkets with free parking have caused the 
high street’s demise...  
 

   At the foot of Bourne Hill, next turning on the left, is the 

War Memorial, a focus of remembrance once a year.  This 
part of the parish is the unpromisingly named Swampton, 

actually Suantune, the swain’s or herdsman’s settlement, 
which merited an entry in the 1086 Domesday Survey—a 

privilege not given to St Mary Bourne itself.  
 

   The further reach of Swampton contains no less than 
three non-conformist chapels, all now converted into 

residences, Primitive (1859) and Wesleyan Methodist (1886, 
united 1942) and up (Baptist) hill, a Baptist chapel (1879, 

but replacing ones on the site since 1824).  This was used 
from 1900 by the Salvation Army, a respected presence in 

the village.  The old village school was held from at least 

1723 in the cottages at the junction with Gangbridge Lane, 
until the building of the present primary school, opposite, in 

1860.  
 

   The sweep of the main road up to Gangbridge (OE 

gang=going, walking, path, then later a shallow but wide 

ford) is mirrored by that of Gangbridge Lane, which for the 
first half of its length follows closely the course of the river, 

on the further side of the water meadows.  They seem to 
have been alternative routes, though Gangbridge Lane is 

both narrower and lower, so more vulnerable to flooding.  
In the field on the right, just before The Croft, is an almost 

ploughed-out Bronze Age (c.3000-years-old) round barrow. 
This is one of the possible sites for the later burial of the 

mysterious Cerdic, first king of Wessex, 519 to 534 AD.  
 

   Gangbridge was also the river crossing on the 
Southampton to Hungerford pack-horse lane, which heads 
off up ‘Rope Yarn’ Lane, off the Binley Road.  It is much less 

well-known and younger than the Harroway. 
 

   Soon we shall enter Stoke, approaching the end of our 

trip up the B3048.  

      MC 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Community Library - Club Room 
Saturday mornings between 10.30 and 12.30 

 

    Coffee at The George Inn 
          All ages are welcome, from all the villages,  

   to a social coffee morning at 

              The George Inn  St Mary Bourne on 

        Tuesday 8th October at 10.30am 
£2.50 for coffee and biscuits - For more information 

contact Win Coventry -  01264 738 199. 

    

   Last month’s Village Lunch was 

special as it marked our twenty-
year anniversary, having served 

over 15,000 lunches during that time! The first lunch was 
held on the 15th of September 2004 and many of the 

original volunteers are still in the current team. We all 

celebrated with a glass of bubbly and cake to finish. Our 
next Village Lunch is on Wednesday 16th October at St 

Mary Bourne Village Centre, starting to serve as usual at 
12.30pm. All are welcome and if a lift is needed, phone 
Chris on  01264-738110 by Noon on the Tuesday. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
          20th anniversary lunch - 18th September 
 
 
 

 

St Peter's Day Appeal 
   A Very Big Thank You to all of you who contributed 
to the appeal this year despite all the difficulties 

everyone is facing. Your generosity is wonderful. So far, 
we have raised a record £7,000+ which includes Gift 
Aid. All the money raised will go towards the 
maintenance of our wonderful ancient church building as 

well as a new audio-visual system.   

Again, thank you for your continued 
support; it is very much appreciated. 

Eve & Patrick 
 

 

The Amberley Ensemble 
Concert held at St Peter’s Church on 6th September 

 

Thank you to all who came to the Evening of Music. We 
made a very pleasing £527 which will all go to St Peter’s 

Church.      H & N 
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‘The Film’ at St Mary Bourne Village Centre 
 

 
2024 - 15 ● 1 h 34 m 

Alice and Celine live a traditional lifestyle with successful 
husbands and sons of the same age. Life's perfect harmony is 
suddenly shattered after a tragic accident. Guilt, suspicion and 

paranoia combine to unravel their sisterly bond. 

Tuesday 15th October 2024 - 7.15pm 
Hall and Licensed Bar open from 6.45pm 

Tickets £5 in advance or £7 at the door 

Please reserve tickets in advance by email 

smbvillagecentre@btinternet.com 
www.stmarybourne.co.uk   

Next Film: 19th November 

 

    Time rolls on and suddenly it’s 
starting to feel very Autumnal - 

where did our Summer (or lack 
of it) go?  Strictly Come 
Dancing has started, and I 

always feel like that signals the 
start of Christmas talking of 

which we have been busy 
sourcing Christmas Gifts, and we 

are looking forward to putting them 
on display - don’t laugh, as I said before, Strictly has 

started so Christmas will be here in the blink of an eye! 
 

   Our September draw has taken place and Fiona Foote 

and Val Stephenson were the two winners - we think 
they were happy! The money we raised will be going 

towards Christmas Decorations for the shop… watch this 
space! 
 

   Kate Coldicott helped cover the kitchen while Laryssa 

was on holiday and, as always she did a sterling job for 
us - thank you Kate! 
 

   From 1st October the Kitchen will be closed on a 

Monday & Tuesday - the Coffee Shop will remain open 
for 7 days as usual - you may have already noticed the 
 

 

change in the Cakes we are selling - keep watching as 
we are increasing our suppliers and the types of Cakes 

we have available. 
 

   Vicky has introduced a gluten free section - come and 
look! 
 

   We are planning to have a pottery painting evening in 

November where we can paint small Christmas 
Decorations - more info to follow next month. 
 

 
Tickets available at the Boundary Village Shop 

or message Vicky or Sandra 
 

   Finally, we hope you like our latest changes and 
additions in both the Shop & Cafe- Vicky and I love it! 

Sandra 
 

Your Community Shop needs more volunteers to 
help behind the till. If you are interested to help in a 
friendly workplace, please call Caroline de Penning 

on  07786 264421 
 

The Boundary Community Shop & Café - 1☺☺ Club 

September 2024 draw: 

£50 - Chris Theobald     £20 - Jenny Salmon 

£20 - Sophy Blakeway     £10 - David Peart 

The next 1☺☺ Club Draw: Saturday 12th October 

All proceeds in support of our Boundary Shop & Café 

 

Top Tips from SBV 
Wintering Hedgehogs 

 Check bonfires for hedgehogs 

before lighting. 
 Do not feed any dairy or bread 

to the hogs. Dry cat food is best. 

 Cut cd sized holes in your fences 

to create highways for them to 

roam. 
 

 
 

   Come and learn all about bats in St. Peter's Church 

on Saturday 5th October. We will meet inside the 
church at 6pm to meet Harley from the bat conservation 

society for a talk and demonstration of the signs the bats 
have left; then later we will all be using special detectors 

and night scopes in the churchyard and further afield to 

see them in action. Please wear sensible shoes and bring 
warm clothes for the later walk. Also, your own bat 

detectors if you have one. 
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News and Views 

Parish Council Activities 
 

   After a bit of a break over the 
summer the Parish Council met again 

for what turned out to be a rather 

long meeting on 10th September.  Two 
months' worth of financial information, lots of planning 

applications, various updates on Groundwater Infiltration 
works, plans relating to the recreation ground, the Lake 

etc.  The minutes can be viewed on the Parish Council 
Website, on the noticeboards, or a copy can be requested 

by contacting Max on clerk@stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk . 
 

   Everyone is welcome to attend the Parish Council 
meetings and there is a part of the meeting set aside to 

hear anything the community wishes to raise, although we 
are also quite happy for people to speak if they can add to 

the discussion throughout the meeting, and we often 

become quite interactive.   
 

   There was a discussion this month about the community's 

concern about the increased level of traffic and speeding 

through the parish, raised by residents in Stoke.  We do 
have a mobile Speed Indicator Device (SID) in our 

possession, still from a project a few years ago, but this 
does require a group of volunteers to manage the 

device.  If anyone is interested in resurrecting this volunteer 
group, please do get in touch.  The Parish Council have put 

by some funds this year to look at how we can perhaps try 
and slow vehicles down, maybe a more modern SID, or 

campaigning to have the overall speed limit reduced 

through our part of the valley.  We are not sure what the 
solution will be but plan to kick off a project to investigate 

and find what solutions we can. 
 

   Southern Water are making progress through the valley 

making some of the repairs they have promised, and the 

Flood Emergency Group (FEG) are continuing to put 
pressure on to ensure we are in a better place this winter 

when groundwater levels rise again.  The FEG are also 
working to ensure that verges and kerbs that have been 

damaged by tanker activity are in the plan for Southern 
Water to take responsibility to repair. 
 

Planning Applications 
 

T/00420/24/TCA Bourne Court 

SMB 

Work on trees 

24/01911/HSE Bankcroft SMB Replacement like 
for like after fire 

T/00452/24/TCA Trestan Cottage Work on trees 

24/02050/FUL Cold Harbour 

Farm SMB 

Replacement 

dwelling 

24/02020/ROC Bramley Cottage 

SMB 

Amendments 

24/02092/ROC Land at Egbury 
Road 

Amendments 

T/00450/24/TCA 12 Stevens 
Green SMB 

Work on trees 

 

Next parish council meeting: 
Tuesday 8th October at 19.30.  

Village Centre Club Room - Public more than welcome. 
 

 
 

 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 

WELCOME DRINKS 
FOR NEW VILLAGERS 

Tuesday 5th November 2024, 7.30pm 

St Mary Bourne Village Centre 
 

   All new residents are warmly invited to a drinks 
reception to welcome them ‘officially’ to the 

parish*. The relaxed evening gives newcomers an 
opportunity to meet other new residents and to find out 

more about the villages and parish by chatting to 

representatives of different local organisations and clubs.   
 

   Anyone who has moved in since Spring 2023 is very 

welcome to attend.  Personal invitations will be sent out 

nearer the date but if, by mischance, you don’t receive 
one, please do feel free to come along and introduce 

yourself on the evening.  We’d love to see you! 
    

For acceptances/more information, email: 
welcome@stmarybourne.org or see 

https://stmarybourne.org/new-residents/ 
 

*  Anyone in Binley, Dunley, Egbury, St Mary Bourne, 
Stoke, Wadwick, Woodcott and The Wykes. 

 

 
 

Armistice Day lecture 

 

D-Day: The Beginning of the End 
“It was wonderfully, wonderfully done!” 

(Trooper Lawrence Burn, 13th/18th Hussars, 1924-2023). 
 

   Churchill said that victory at El Alamein in November 
1942 was not the beginning of the end, but the end of 

the beginning. And there was indeed a long way to go 

before the end really began. But when and how did the 
beginning actually begin? 
 

Speaker: Brigadier (retd) Allan Mallinson, late The 

Light Dragoons, military obituarist for The Times, author 
of the Matthew Hervey series of novels and of military 

history, including “The Making of the British Army”, “Too 
Important for the Generals”, “The Shape of Battle”. 
 

Monday 11th November 2024 
St Mary Bourne Village Centre (SP11 6BE) 
 

6.30pm: drinks (pay bar), 7.15pm: talk + Q&A 
8.15pm: drinks 

 

Tickets £10 from the Village Shop or on the door 
 

In aid of the Poppy Appeal and St Peter’s Church 
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Postcard from Binley 
 

   I've been tasked with organising a surprise birthday party. 

Why they've asked me I'll never know, especially as I'm not 
particularly fond of the individual concerned. I'm now torn 

between making it a spectacular success or an unmitigated 
disaster. Currently I'm favouring the latter. But I'm finding 

the whole thing extremely stressful, and I haven't been this 
stressed since I organised Monty Stanton's stripogram for 

his surprise 70th (or was it 80th?) down at the Coronation 
Arms way back when… I do remember, it was a bitterly cold 

night and I'd asked Tommy Gibbons, Monty's "wing man" to 

make sure he got him to the pub by 8 o'clock sharp. The 
stripogram arrived at 7.45 as arranged and reflected the 

budget I was working to. Best described as a cross between 
Susan Boyle and Arthur Mullard she seemed enthused 

enough and I asked her to wait in the car park under cover 
of darkness for a few minutes until Monty arrived. An hour 

later there was no sign of him and the poor girl had gone 

down with hypothermia and had to be helped inside where 
she was gently "warmed up" by Pat Cryan. Eventually the 

great man entered the bar, all four foot ten of him and 
made a beeline for the stripogram removing articles of 

clothing as he went. I suspected immediately he'd been 
tipped off but half an hour later he was up on one of the 

tables still removing cardigans and was a mile off getting 
down to his undercrackers. Bewilderingly he was seemingly 

under the impression it was he who was the act and I've 

never in my life seen so many layers of clothing on one 
person. By this time the poor girl had made her excuses and 

gone, Dave Peart had called Last Orders, and a rather bored 
bunch of party guests started heading home.  
 

   However, Monty was a wonderful character though he 

could be tricky. It was rumoured he had once been a 
jockey, and it was on that flimsy basis he was given the job 

of looking after Joe Hirst's Llama up at Priors Farm. The two 
despised each other and if you ever saw Monty up there, he 

would always be carrying a shovel around. Not to pick up 
any Llama droppings but to clout the vicious thing when it 

went for him. My first introduction to village life here was 
one hot Flower Show weekend when the Llama was sheared 

for charity in the George car park. A lot of beer had been 

drunk that day and as a finale Monty was picked up, 
dumped on the back of the Llama and the creature sent 

through the pub with Monty clinging on for dear life 
screaming obscenities and drinkers diving in all directions to 

escape being trampled underfoot. At that precise moment a 
coach load of German tourists pulled up outside and all 

trooped off, witnesses to the bedlam going on in front of 
them. Johnny Cap always swore he heard one of them say 

"How did zey ever vin?". It was a riotous place back then 

but oh such happy, simple times. 
 

   Muff Corbett filmed much of this, and I believe her son 

Dick posted the video on the St Mary Bourne History page 

on Facebook. A fascinating page for anyone interested in 
the history of our valley and highly recommended. 
 

   And it was in this valley recently that I was invited to 

attend the annual Bourne Valley Chess Society lunch,  
with guest speaker a well-known retired Grand Master. They 

were a convivial yet intellectual bunch and though not an 
afficionado myself I'm always up for a nice nosebag though 

it was mildly irritating when having asked the Grand Master 
to pass the salt, it took him eighteen minutes to complete 

the move.  

 

   But let's deal with recent goings on in Binley. Coming over 
Cold Harbour late one evening and dropping down and right 

towards Wadwick, I saw ahead of me hundreds of tiny 
glowing green lights. "Fireflies" I thought? No, it was an 

army of rats on the move! As I got closer like a brown 
incoming tide they swept into the field on my left where an 

enormous tarpaulin stretches for a hundred yards over what 

I think must be fertilizer or animal feed? Gave me the 
‘heebie jeebies’.  
 

   And an incident at home had me scratching my head. I 
was sitting with the dogs in the sitting room, the front door 

was wide open, and from the garden came the most blood 

curdling scream followed by a high-pitched whistle. We 
were up out of our sofas immediately (some quicker than 

others) and out there. A rook was in the middle of the lawn 
dancing around something but flew up into a tree as we 

approached. There in the grass where he'd been was a 
large frog, undamaged. I went to poke it with my stick, but 

it emitted this screaming sound again. Most disturbing but 

reading up on the matter I have discovered stories of frogs 
keeping cats at bay by doing this exact thing, so it must be 

some form of self defence mechanism?  
   One never stops learning here in Binley!         NA 
 

 

St Mary Bourne Flower Show & Fête 
Thank You Drinks 

   Calling all our kind Volunteers, Raffle ticket sellers, 

Stall Holders, Sponsors, Donors and Supporters!! 
   Please join us for THANK YOU Drinks and nibbles on 

Friday 11th October in the Village Centre at 7.30pm.    
All warmly welcome - the friendly committee will be very 

pleased to see you. 
Next year’s show will be on Saturday 26th July 2025 

 

 

Star Gazing in October 
Andover Astronomical Society 

Electronically Assisted Astronomy 
Lawrence Saville 

17th October 2024 at 7.30pm 

Hurstbourne Tarrant 
Community Centre 
 

   You don’t have to squint down the eyepiece of a 

telescope to see the wonders of the universe. Nowadays 
Electronically Assisted Astronomy (EEA) uses a camera 

instead to capture & display spectacular images almost 

instantly on your smart phone. 
The equipment is literally “point-

and-view” – you can take it 
anywhere and set it up in less than 

ten minutes. Lawrence Saville has 
been following EEA since its early 

beginnings. He will share his 

knowledge with us, along with tips 
for getting the best views of the 

planets, the moon and even far away nebulae that are 
invisible to the naked eye! 

   August Red Moon taken by Andy Watson using his 

electronically assisted telescope 
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  A Hint of Mint 
 

   As the seasons change, the 
vibrant colours of summer 

give way to the rich russet 
hues of autumn. Along the 

edges of our chalk streams, 
water mint plants are 

displaying their last splashes 

of pinkish purple. From July to 
October, this native plant brightens up riverbanks with its 

dense clusters of tiny flowers. Even in the colder months, 
you can still spot its square stems and oval, hairy, jagged-

edged leaves. 
 

   Water mint is one of about 15 mint species that grow in 
the UK, although many of these are hybrids. Did you know, 

for example, that peppermint is a cross between water mint 
and spearmint – another of our native mint species? In fact, 

peppermint plants can sometimes be found growing in the 
wild near their parents. 
 

   As its name suggests, water mint loves to grow in damp 

places. It favours ponds, bog gardens, marshes, floodplain 
meadows, wet woodlands, and the margins of rivers. In an 

ideal habitat, it can grow to over 50cm tall and spread 
sideways through rhizomes (thick stems that grow 

underground) and runners (thin stems that grow on or close 

to the ground). 
 

   Like other plants that grow in and around our chalk 

streams, water mint plays a key role in protecting the 

habitat. It offers shelter to animals that frequent the 
margins, like juvenile fish, small mammals, and emerging 

riverflies. Its root system helps to stabilise the bank and 
shield it from erosion, which saves fish eggs from being 

smothered by sediment. Its flowers provide nectar to 
peacock, comma, and small tortoiseshell butterflies, while 

its leaves are a favourite food of mint leaf and green 
tortoise beetles. 
 

   As with the kind you can buy from the supermarket 

(which is usually spearmint or peppermint), water mint has 
aromatic leaves that can be used to make flavourful drinks 

and meals. But it’s best not to use wild water mint for this 

purpose, because there may be pesticides, herbicides, or 
pollution in the area. Instead, see if you can safely get close 

enough to detect its bright and refreshing scent – a real 
treat on an autumn walk! 
 

   If you’d like to learn more about chalk stream flora and 

fauna, check out the Watercress and Winterbournes scheme 
by visiting hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes. Our work is 

supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
 

Free Online Talk 
 

   Water Meadows: The Myth and Magic of the Drowner 
23rd October at 7pm, online 
   Water meadows were a central part of Hampshire’s 
landscape for more than 300 years. Join us to learn about 

their role in sustainable agriculture through the centuries, 
and why they remain important to our county’s history and 

ecology today. Book your ticket at 
hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes . 
 

 

          

Bourne Fest 
   Last September, a group of 12 friends, associates and 

strangers sat in a room at the George to discuss the idea of 
holding a community event in 2024. We had 2 things in 

mind – bringing the entire community together and raising 
funds for current and future community initiatives. After 

much deliberation, we settled on the idea of a festival, 
spanning a whole weekend in June. Having grown up in St 

Mary Bourne, I had in mind childhood memories of rounders 
and volleyball tournaments, barn dances and hog roasts, 

open gardens and music festivals, village picnics and drama 

festivals and wanted to bring some of these together, 
creating future memories for a new generation, and so, our 

merry band of committee members embarked on a mission 
to get ‘Bourne Fest’ off the ground. 
 

    Our plans were met with a mixture of excitement, 

support and, in some part scepticism, but we worked hard 
to engage as many local businesses and groups within the 

Bourne Valley as possible and more and more volunteers 
came forward wanting to be a part of it. The weekend itself 

was a mix of live music (who knew there was such a diverse 
mix of incredibly talented local musicians?), food, sports, 

and children’s activities, and nestling in the centre of all that 

entertainment was our D-Day picnic where thank goodness 
we were blessed with some sunshine, warmth and fabulous 

singing from the super talented Longparish choir followed 
by some wartime songs from the brilliant Govergirlz band. 

All in all, we were blown away with the support we had and 
the turn out on the Saturday evening was beyond our 

expectations. 
 

   The Sunday was a fabulous day of sports and more 
community activities with a fun run, football tournament, 

tennis tournament, village teas and open gardens. 
We were unsure how we would do financially, but I’m 

pleased to say we did break even. 
 

   So that was Bourne Fest 2024, and I would like to say a 
massive thank you to everyone who helped sew bunting, 

bake cakes, manned the bar and BBQ, arranged sports 

activities, painted faces, opened their gardens, poured tea, 
bought tickets, danced at the picnic, performed on stage 

and supported us! 
 

   So next year, we 

have a date: 13th to 

15th June 2025. We 
will be back with a 

slightly different 
format but same 

commitment to putting 
on an amazing event. 

And, in case you are 
interested, those 12 

friends, associates and 

strangers are now a group of firm friends, bought together 
by achieving something great. If you would like to be 

involved next year or have any questions or ideas, please e-
mail: bournefest@mail.com 

Sam Ellis-Cosgrove 
 
 

    

GARAGE SALE 
Fund Raising for Dementia Research Centre 

Saturday 5th October - 10-12am 

APRIL COTTAGE, STOKE, SP11 ONY  
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Remembering… 
 

Leonard Arthur Colston Fuller 

3rd September 1936 - 23rd April 2024 
 

   St Mary Bourne lost an eminent engineer and a 
respected member of the local community on the death 

of Leonard Fuller at Wakeswood earlier this year 
 

   Leonard Fuller was born in Andover, Hampshire on 3rd 
September 1936. He was the second child of his parents, 

Arthur Biddulph Fuller and Vida Christian Fuller.  He 
followed his sister Margaret who was four years older 

than him and they remained very close throughout their 

lives. The family moved to Wakeswood in 1949 when 
Arthur Fuller bought the estate from the Pilkington 

family. Leonard was educated at West Holme School and 
Bradfield College. He then continued to study Mechanical 

Engineering at Imperial College, London. 
 

   After gaining his university degree and serving an 
engineering apprenticeship, Leonard joined the family 

business Taskers – a long-established engineering firm 

which excelled in the production of bespoke high 
specification road trailers. In his very early years, 

Leonard had assisted his father, Arthur, who had 
designed and built a specialist trailer to carry damaged 

Spitfires during World War II. This innovative trailer 

(later known as a Queen Mary) won a contract from the 
War Department and subsequently many hundreds of 

them were produced for use around the world.  
 

   Unfortunately, Taskers suffered financial pressures 
after the war under different corporate ownerships who 

then decided to sell the site in Anna Valley (where 
Taskers had been established since the 1800s) in order 

to re-locate the firm to the north of England. 
 

   Because of this, Leonard reluctantly decided to leave 
Taskers. In 1984 he set up Andover Trailers to re-

establish specialist trailer manufacturing with a skilled 

local workforce. He sold the firm in 1992 but continued 
working there as a director until he finally retired aged 

82. During his time, Andover Trailers won many 
contracts for the design and manufacture of trailers for 

the military and Special Forces. This gave Leonard 

special satisfaction as it created a link with his father’s 
wartime legacy. 
 

   Leonard was also a director of the trade body SMMT 

(Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders), where he 
became a driving force for change and standardisation in 

the UK, and he also worked within Europe to set new 
standards. 
 

   Retirement from Andover Trailers allowed Leonard 

more time to focus on things he wanted to do. He loved 
travelling with his friends to Greece, Italy and beyond, 

exploring historical sites and observing the engineering 

skills of the Romans and Greeks. From his early 
childhood he was always interested in how things were 

made, how they worked, and the skilful craftsmanship 
involved. He had great knowledge; not only of the 

engineering and motor industries, but also of the arts, 
music and nature; and he enjoyed sharing his interests 

with his friends.  
 

 

   The Fuller family had a tradition of collecting things so, 
due to Leonard’s particular interest in horology, he 

assembled a specialist collection of clocks and timepieces 
which were placed throughout the house in working 

condition or undergoing painstaking repairs and 

maintenance on various tables. He bequeathed this 
collection to be sold for charitable purposes on his death. 
 

   But in particular, Leonard loved just being in the 

peaceful private surroundings of Wakeswood - the home 
where he and his beloved sister Margaret had spent their 

childhoods and lived until their deaths. 
 

   He enjoyed taking family members and friends for 
walks through the grounds and ancient woodland, and 

he greatly valued the friendship and loyalty of local 
people, especially that of Neil Brooks who was first taken 

on as a young man for a six-week trial period for 

gardening, woodland and grounds maintenance at 
Wakeswood. Neil is still working there single-handedly 

nearly 30 years later. 
 

   Leonard also deeply appreciated the wonderful support 
and friendship given to him by his small “team” of 

housekeepers and carers who enabled him to spend his 
last days at home in the place that he loved. Another 

special friend in those last years was Charles Rex, a 

young peacock who turned up unexpectedly in the 
Wakeswood grounds one autumn, who then became a 

focal part of Leonard’s life, providing interest and 
companionship.  
 

   Leonard’s ashes are now interred in St Peter’s 

churchyard where his parents and sister are also buried.  
He was a generous and quiet supporter of the church 

and of many other local organisations. 
 

   His legacy is secure as a true friend of St Mary Bourne 
and an eminent professional engineer following in his 

family tradition.   

Leonard Fuller R.I.P 
 

 

Christopher (Chris) William Franklin  

21st December 1947 - 1st August 2023 
 

   Chris was born in Northolt, Middlesex. He was an only 

child and he spent most of his childhood playing football 
outside in the streets which were much quieter in those 

days. He left school at 15 and obtained an engineering 
apprenticeship. He met Elaine Greenhalgh at Glaxo 

Laboratories Social Club and they married in 1968. 
 

   An opportunity then came up for Chris to move to 
Andover with his engineering company and later on he and 

Elaine with their three children, Emma, Russ & Dean moved 

to live in St Mary Bourne in 1973 where the children went to 
school. Chris worked at AMF Legge and then Acumed until 

his retirement. He loved living in St Mary Bourne and 
enjoyed taking part in village events whenever possible. 
 

   He and Elaine celebrated their Golden Wedding 

Anniversary in 2018 and they always enjoyed family visits. 
 

Chris is sadly missed by Elaine, 
their children and their grandson Dayle. 
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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 
Council Chairman 
Emma.palmerpc@longparish.org.uk or telephone 07881 
923150 
 
REPORT FROM PC MEETING ON 9 SEPTEMBER 
PLANNING 
The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to: 
Tree works at Grebe House, Forton 
OPEN SPACES 
The PC is looking into options for new nets for the football 
field goal posts. The PC is also looking into options for a 
contractor to do the hedge cutting in the cemetery. The PC is 
studying options to replace the village notice boards at the 
Village Shop and the Village Hall.  
HIGHWAYS 
The PC is contacting HCC via Cllr Drew regarding the ash trees 
on Sugar Lane.  
The PC is liaising with Southern Water in order to get more 
advanced notice of any road closures and also different 
signage to state that businesses are still open in the event of 
road disruption.  
Recruitment for a new Parish Clerk 
Unfortunately, the new PC clerk is unable to continue with the 
role, therefore we are recruiting for a new Clerk on the same 
contract terms and conditions as agreed by the council in 
June.  
Parish Council Meetings 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 14th October. 
Parish Council Meetings are public, and parishioners are also 
welcome to speak on specific agenda items by prior 
arrangement with the Chairman, or on any matter as part of 
the Period for Public Speaking.  
Minutes of all previous meetings are available on the 
Longparish website 
www.longparish.org.uk/parish-council  

COULD YOU BE LONGPARISH’S NEXT PARISH 
CLERK? 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY (PART TIME) 
Longparish Parish Council is seeking a forward-
thinking and proactive Parish Clerk to work with 
councillors for the good of the community.  You will 
be the council’s Proper Officer and Responsible Financial 
Officer, and as such under a statutory duty to carry out all 
the functions, and in particular to serve or issue all the 
notifications required by law of a local authority's Proper 
Officer.  
The Clerk will be totally responsible for ensuring that the 
instructions of the Council in connection with its function 
as a Local Authority are carried out. The Clerk is 
expected to advise the Council on, and assist in the 
formation of, overall policies to be followed in respect of 
the Authority's activities and in particular to produce all 
the information required for making effective decisions 
and to implement constructively all decisions. The person 
appointed will be accountable to the Council for the 
effective management of all its resources and will report 
to them as and when required. The Clerk will be the 
Responsible Financial Officer and responsible for all 
financial records of the Council and the careful 
administration of its finances. 

• Work from home, with attendance in person to 

monthly PC meeting, and other ad hoc meetings 

and onsite visits as required 

• 44 hours per month (approx. 10 hours per week 

to be worked flexibly as required) 

• Paid holiday, Work from Home Allowance, paid 

mileage (up to 10 miles in each direction) 

• Training  

• IT equipment supplied 

The successful applicant will have previous clerk 
experience and/or experience in a general administration 
role, with knowledge and experience in budget setting, 
financial control and VAT.  Must be well organised, with 
great attention to detail, a working knowledge of 
procedures, roles, duties and responsibilities of Parish 
Councillors or a willingness to learn.  Ideally, CiLCA 
qualified, although the council would consider applicants 
who commit to becoming CiLCA qualified or are in the 
process of obtaining this qualification.  Best suited to 
someone within a reasonable travelling distance. 
This is a challenging, but very interesting and 
fulfilling role, working for a team of supportive and 
proactive volunteer councillors. 
For further information, including Job Description and 
Person Specification, please see Parish Clerk 
Recruitment Information in the Parish Council 
Documents section of the Longparish website: 
https://www.longparish.org.uk/parish-council 
Please feel free to contact the current Parish Council 
Chairman for an informal chat about this position. Email 
emma.palmerpc@longparish.org.uk or telephone 07881 
923150 
How to apply 
Please send CV and covering letter* to: 
Emma Palmer, Chairman 

Email: emma.palmerpc@longparish.org.uk  
*Applications submitted without a covering letter will 

not be considered 
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: Friday 11 

October 2024 
 

Friday Lunch Club Autumn Dates 2024 
 Longparish Village Hall 

12.00 - 2.00pm 
The Lunch Club is open to everyone in the 

community. We do ask you to book so that we 

have an idea of numbers for catering. 
At our August meeting we were very pleased to 
receive a 5 Star rating from TVBC Environment 

and Health Service 
We serve a light lunch, all homemade, of soup 
and roll followed by cake, tea and coffee for 

just £3 
Take a break from your desk and come just for 

lunch at 12.00 

 Friday 25th October 
Friday 29th November 

Friday 20th December Christmas Lunch tbc 

To book a place Tel Andrea 720 457 or 
Christian 720398 Transport can be 

arranged 
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WALK AND LITTERPICK– best 

way to keep fit! 
Thank you to lots of people who 
pick up litter when they see it! In 

September, 3 of us picked two and 
half bags full, from Southside Road, Mill Lane 
and the B3048, plus some fly tipped tyres, 

reported to TVBC.  
 
Next one Friday 11th October 9.15am, meet 

at the Village Hall with coffee at the LCA coffee 
morning at the Plough from 10.00am.  
 

Tel Christian Dryden 720 398 or email 
christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk 
 

 

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB 
Tuesday, 29th October 

Gillian Taylor 
“For the Love of Roses” 

7pm 
Longparish Village Hall. SP11 6QX 

 
Members Free (Visitors Welcome £5.00) 

Usual Raffle towards the cost of future speakers 
 

Any queries please to Rosie Lowry 01264720325 or 
Marion Bell 01264720205 

 

Longparish Little School 
 
We have enjoyed 
welcoming all our new 
families to Little School at 
the beginning of this 

school year. We have 
been busy picking 
blackberries and 
baking delicious 
blackberry muffins.  
We observed some 
workers closing a road and integrated this into 
our construction play in the garden. In the art 

area, we have been 
experimenting with mixing 
colours and creating 
artwork using salad 
spinners. Our Friday sports 
sessions have been popular, 
with team games and 
activities like rolling 
dragon eggs to see who 
can get closest to the 

mummy dragon. A new feature in our outdoor 
area is a water wall, where children have 
enjoyed investigating how to make the water 
flow and create a rainfall effect. 

We are now carrying out viewings for September 
2025. If you would like to come and look 
around, please call us on 01264 7202455 or visit 
our website 
https://www.longparishlittleschool.org.uk/  

 

The Annual Longparish Pumpkin Show 

2pm Saturday 26th October 

School/community hall 

 
Come and join us. 

Whether you have grown your own, or designed a 
shop bought pumpkin, all are welcome, for a fun filled 

afternoon.  
 

This year’s categories are: 
Home Grown: (must be grown by your own fair 

hands) 

 Heaviest pumpkin (Child and adult 
categories) 
 

 Best decorated (Child and adult 
categories) 
 

Decorated with a Story book theme. Can 
you make your pumpkin look like the 
Gruffalo, The Hungry Caterpillar, The Tiger 
who came to Tea or another of your 
favourite story book characters.   

 
There will be a £2.50 fee for each category entry, all 

proceeds go to Longparish Little School and Robin 
class. 

There will also be Face painting, a tombola, raffle and 
refreshments. 
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Friends of Longparish School Thank 
you to everyone that took part in 
the Longparish Run last month!  
 
AGM All are welcome to join us at 

our AGM on Wednesday 2 October. It will start at 7.30pm 
in the school/community hall. Find out what we have been 
up to this year, our plans for the coming year, and vote on 
the new committee members. 
 
Tesco Blue Tokens: We are delighted to say we have been 
chosen for the customer vote for Tesco’s Stronger Starts 
scheme – otherwise known as the blue tokens! When 
shopping at Tesco branches in Andover, please use your 
blue token to vote for Friends of Longparish School. Votes 
from October through to mid-January could raise up to 
£1,500 for our Lookout Appeal. Thank you! 
 
More information:  
Website: www.pta-events.co.uk/longparish   
Facebook: fb.me/FriendsofLongparishSchool  
Instagram: @friendsoflongparishschool 

 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second Sunday of 
the Month handicap race 

We welcomed three new runners: Asha Hails, Nicole 
Montague and Rory Chichester to The Plough for the 

September race on a pleasant 
morning. They all live close by so 
we hope they will become regulars.  
A tree down across the path out of 
North Acre did not deter the runners 
who enjoyed the challenge of the 
hills and the joy of the long gentle 
downhill stretch on the Middleway in 
the last kilometre.   

New runners often underestimate 
their speed and so it was this time with Asha, Nicole and 
Rory in first, second and fourth places.  Mr Handicap will 
sort that out next month.  First home off a genuine 
handicap was Adam Priestley in 3rd became our Most 
Improved Man.  Megan Brunwin (accompanied by her 
Mum, Jo) was our Rising Star and Claire Collier was 
Most Improved Woman.  Well done all! 

 

 Afterwards we enjoyed a convivial chat over coffee 
and bacon butties.   

Thank you very much to Maggie Barber and Christina 
and Jack Searle, for marshalling and to David Gould 
for processing the results.  

The next race is on Sunday 13 October, starting at 
9am at The Plough.  New runners are always 
welcome, and you don't have to be fast. It's a 
handicap race so everyone, whatever their pace, has 
a chance of winning. 

Please do give me a call or drop me an email if you'd 
like to join us.  For more information, please see 
http://l2sotm.longparish.org.uk/index.php  
Jeremy Barber  
01264 720459 mrjeremybarber@gmail.com 

 

LCA Coffee Morning 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
11th of October 
8th of November 
13th of December 

 
Venue for each TBA  
10 am – 11:45 am 
Come along for coffee, biscuits, and a chat on the 
2nd Friday of the month. Everyone is welcome. 
Just £1 – Free refills! 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The advertisements in Hill & Valley are placed in good faith and are not recommendations of the services or products 
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Harvest Festival Service 

Sunday 6th October 2024 
10.30am at St Nicholas Church 

with the Longparish Village Choir 
 

followed by 
Harvest Lunch  

12 noon in Longparish Village Hall 
 

Please come to a community lunch for villagers, 
family and friends  

Numbers limited to 60 

 
So, hurry to get your tickets 

from either: - 

• Acre Stores 

• or Pippa Sawyer 
(720315) 

• or John and Jane 
Young (720233 

 
Adults - £7.50, Children (10 -17) - £3.00, Children 

under 10 – Free 
 

Please bring any produce to the service 
All produce will go to The Andover Foodbank. 

 

 

Longparish Church and Village 
Fete 2024 

 

Huge thanks to John Young for his tireless work and 
diligence running the fete for 5 years. His efforts have been 

exemplary and much appreciated by everyone. 
 

His fete report follows: 
 

The weather played a significant role in this year’s 
proceedings, to say the least! Very many thanks go to 
those who helped set-up in the somewhat ‘biblical’ rain, 
both on the Thursday and the Friday. And equal thanks 
to those who took down the tentage and stored 
everything back in the Village Hall on the following 
Friday and Saturday, after more heavy rain during the 
earlier part of the week made it impossible for the tents 
to dry out sufficiently.  
 

After the meeting we had in the Village Hall in January, 
when the question was, “Do we actually need and want 
a Fete this year?”, the answer was a definitive YES. So, 

we formed a new committee almost immediately from 
those attending the meeting, and got to work 
straightaway booking the acts we wanted etc. I would 
like to pay tribute to each and every one of the 
committees’ members for their input and hard work and 
for making the fete such a great success this year. 
 

It is hard work, but very rewarding when we turn in a 
result like we managed – just over £12,000 net, which is 
a magnificent effort by everyone involved. It is the 
Longparish prima event of the year, and a wonderful 
way of drawing the village together in a way no other 
event quite does. People get to know others they might 
never come into contact with at any other time during 
the year. 
 

Thanks go to Richard Wills and the Cricket Club for the 
use of the cricket ground and car park. 
 

Thanks also go to Jonathan and Emma Palmer, for the 
first prize of the helicopter ride and Emma for opening 
the fete for us – thank you both. 
 
The HEMA (Historic European 
Martial Arts) display of martial 
arts was something different this 
year and went down very well. 
 

Back to the weather – The very 
heavy rain on both the Thursday 
and Friday, and the threat of rain 
on the Saturday itself definitely put many people off. 
The throughput was down quite markedly, as we can tell 
from the car park numbers, which makes the end result 
even more astonishing. 
  
Congratulations everyone for a brilliant day and thanks 
to all who made it happen. 
 

Next year, Harriet Major has agreed to chair the fete 
committee, and I would ask you all to support her as 
much and as best as you can, by stepping up to run a 
stall or help in some other way. I, for one, will do my 
best to help in whatever way I can, although physically 
none of us are getting any younger! We need some 
younger folk to keep things going. Given the right 
weather, I have no doubt we can do even better next 
year. 
 

The distribution of the 50% money available to Village 
projects will be decided and distributed before 
Christmas. If you have a good, well supported 
proposition for some of these funds, please send them 
to me via email before the end of October. The 
committee deciding the distribution will consist of 
committee members from the Fete, The Church, The 
Village Hall, The Parish Council and the LCA. 
 

John Young, Fete Chairman and Churchwarden 
Email: jayoung1322@gmail.com 
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Barton Stacey WI 
 

The weather this summer has been changeable to say the 
least, so as the end of August approached, we were a little 
nervous about the plans for our Summer Social 
evening.  Luck was on our side, and the weather was 
absolutely perfect for a wonderful evening at Longstock 
Park Water Gardens.  On arrival we were warmly greeted 
by a member of their team who shared a brief history of 
the gardens.  We were then free to roam at our 
leisure.  The early evening sun shone down, the birds sang, 
and the ducks glided gracefully across the water.  As this 
was a private visit, just for us, it was so peaceful, and we 
could fully appreciate our beautiful surroundings. 
 

At our meeting on 31st October, we will be starting early 
preparations for the festive period by getting creative with 
textiles.  We will be using a simple technique to create a 
fabric star, perfect as a decoration on the tree, or as part of 
a special gift tag.  Our practical, hands-on meetings are 
always popular and are the perfect opportunity for a catch 
up with friends, especially as there is always a tasty treat 
and a cuppa on offer.  If you would like to join us, please 
see contact details below. 
 

We are a small group of ladies who meet on the last 
Thursday of each month in the Village Hall, from 
7.30pm.  We enjoy a variety of interesting presentations 
from external speakers, as well as fun, hands-on creative 
activities.  We offer a warm welcome and encourage guests 
to our meetings to see what becoming a member of the WI 
can offer.  
 

For more information, please contact Sue Atrill (email: 
bartonstaceypres@hampshirewi.org.uk) or Donna Oliver 
(bartonstaceysec@hampshirewi.org.uk). 

 

 
Results of the August Draw 2024  

St Nicholas Church 
100 Club 

The draw was made on the 31st of 
August 2024. 

First prize:  No. 18  £77.00 
Second prize:  No. 31  £46.00 
Third Prize:  No. 12  £16.00 
 
To date we have 62 members. Our 1st year anniversary is 
approaching fast on 6th December, and of course, as the 
name suggests, we would like to get up to 100 
numbers/members. You can join at any time, and it works 
like this: - 
Membership is set at £5.00 per number per month. There 
is no limit to the numbers you can purchase. If you would 
like to join, you may well have the letter and application 
form still at home, but if you require another one, please 
let me know Or, if you have any other queries, please 
contact: 
 
John Young, Churchwarden & PCC Stewardship Officer, St. 
Nicholas Church 
Tel: 01264 720233         Mob:  07860 630489  
Email: jayoung1322@gmail.com 

 

 

Double Chefs! 
After helping out over holidays, Chef Tom has agreed to 
join Billy in the kitchen, and we’re delighted to tell you 
that we now have two super chefs cooking up a storm.  
 

This means we can start to plan longer opening hours 
and already have a delicious new menu and daily 
Specials. Come on down and sample something 
scrumptious!  
 

 

CHRISTMAS IS ON ITS WAY……..  
 
Too soon! But in case you’re already feeling chilly, a peek 
at our gorgeous Christmas menu will fill you will a warm 
glow. We’re already taking bookings for Christmas 
feasting from late November. Book now to get yourself in 
the mood!  

 
STAFF WANTED 

We’re looking for friendly Front of House and Bar staff.  
Please do contact us if you, or anyone you know, might 
be interested. 
 

Call us on 01264 720069 or book via the website 
www.ploughinn.org 

 Email: info@ploughinn.org  
 

 

LCA Tuesday Talks 
 
 

Please save the date for the next Tuesday Talk on 
November 12th.  

The speaker will be John Dawson. 
More information to follow in the November issue of  

Hill & Valley 
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LONGPARISH WILDLIFE 
  

What a funny year we are having, most of our summer 
migrants arrived late. Now the local Swifts at the Croft 
left on the 18th of July a whole week earlier than last 
year. The Swallows at one nest left after just one brood 
instead of two or three. 
 

Two pairs of House Martins nesting in front of my place 
one nest only had one brood the other only had two 
broods.  Now they have all gone for winter. The experts 
are putting it down to a lack of insects. In September’s 
Hill and Valley, the person who writes the very nice 
article A POSTCARD FROM BINLEY said years ago while 
they drove through the valley their car was splattered 
with insects but when they drive through now there are 
hardly any. 
  

Something to think about how many cars were on the 
road then to how many there are now. I expect most of 
you would have noticed the lack of Bumble Bees, Hover 
Flies, Aphides and Wasps etc. With Bumble Bees the 
queen which has overwintered in a nice cosy spot 
somewhere now needs to build a nest to raise her 
family. But she needs dry weather to collect her dry  
grass and moss but most 
of all she needs nectar to 
keep her going so if it's 
pouring with rain day after 
day, she can’t. Eventually 
she will die. The same 
with wasp queens which 
collect chewed up wood to 
make her nest and feed on 
insects to keep her going. 
  

Summer is now over, and our 
winter migrants will soon be arriving to feed on our 
berries. Let's hope it's not a cold winter for our birds and 
insects. 
  

Oh, and pensioners. 
Chris Bowman 

 

 

To mark the end of another 
summer season, LCC held its 
annual end of season Golf Day at 
Leckford course in early 
September followed by its 
Presentation Evening a week later.  
 

Unfortunately, the weather tried to put a damper on 
the Golf Day fun, but players were not deterred, and 
an enjoyable time was had by all. The club would like 
to thank Paul Giles for enabling this event for another 
year. 
  

Presentation Evening which celebrates senior players' 
achievements during the season was held this year at 
Longparish Primary school. A special mention goes to 
Jordan Blackmore (photo right) as top wicket taker 
both in the 1st team this season 
and in County Division 2.  
Zac Allen (photo below) was top 
run scorer for the 1st team. It 
was also very satisfying to see 
so many young players moving 
up into the adult teams and 
getting their first experience of 
adult cricket. 

  
By the time you are reading 
this, the ground and 
pavilion will have been 
closed up for the winter but 
nowadays cricket doesn't 
stop and LCC will be 
competing in the indoor 
leagues at Dummer Cricket 
Centre during the winter 
months. 

Alison Allen 
 

Tis nearly the Season! 

Fun and Festive activities: 
 

November 31st – Lantern making at St Nicolas 
Church. 

 
December 1st – Lantern Walk 

 
Longparish Christmas Fayre - December 7th – 

Community Hall. 
 

The Christmas Fayre is returning again this year. 
Please save the date so you can join us. Volunteers 

and Stall holders are invited to reach out to 
lpchristmasfayre@outlook.com 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Cucumber Orb Spider 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hurstbourne Priors
Hill & Valley     Parish Magazine for Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish and St Mary Bourne & Woodcott     October 2024

WEATHER: AUGUST 2024

John Smail 

LADIES COFFEE MORNING

Our October Coffee Morning will be held by 
Fran Johnson at no. 3, Apsley Cottages, on 
Thursday 10th October from 10.15am to 

12 noon. All ages welcome!  
For more information or for offers to hold a coffee 
morning, please contact Susie Sorby (tel. 892665 or 
email: sbsorby@hotmail.com) 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

In order to accommodate bookings at the Village 
Hall, the Parish Council have changed the day 
of their meetings. Parish Council meetings will 

now be held on the final Thursday of every other 
month at 6.30pm. 
As always, any resident can attend meetings, there is 
no need to give any notice of your intention to 
come. However, if you think that Councillors would 
benefit from advance notice in order to research an 
issue please do let me know by email at 
richard.waterman150@btinternet.com or at the 
Parish Office on 01264 772460. 

The final meeting this year will now be held on the 
following date: 
Thursday 28th November 

Richard Waterman, Parish Clerk 

PETS’ SERVICE 

Our annual Pets’ Service, where we celebrate 
and give thanks for our pets at St Andrew’s 
Church was held on Sunday 15th September, 

and we were delighted to welcome so many fluffy, 
feathered and four-legged friends. Thank you to 
everyone who came, and to their pets for joining us! 

Total rainfall for this month 39mm/1.53in

Total for 2024 (to date) 661mm/26.6in

Total for 2023 670mm/26.37in

Max temp 32°C/90f(12th)

Min temp 8°C/46f(22nd)
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HARVEST CELEBRATIONS 

The St Andrew’s Harvest Festival will be held 
on Sunday, 13th October at 11.00am. 
As usual, we will be collecting non-

perishable food items for the Andover Food Bank. 
Suitable items include cereal, tea, coffee, sugar, 
pasta, rice, tinned foods (meat, fish, fruit and 
vegetables), fruit juice and long-life milk. Please 
bring your donations to the service or leave them in 
the church beforehand. 

The service is followed by the Harvest Lunch at 
12.30pm. This will be held at Mistletoe Cottage, by 
kind invitation of Ian and Denise Bradley. Tickets 
are £7 for adults and £2.50 for children (under 5s 
free). Please book your tickets from Fenella 
Williams (01256 892081), and please let us know by 
13th October if you would like to attend, so we can 
plan our catering!  

We would also be most grateful for any help with 
the following: 

• Volunteers to cook a Mistletoe Cottage 
Shepherd’s Pie, or braised red cabbage.

• Volunteers to make a pudding.
• Donations towards the Raffle. 

All proceeds from the Lunch will be donated to the 
Mityana Projects Trust. 

ST ANDREW’S DANCE 

St Andrew’s Church are holding an evening of 
Scottish Reels on St Andrew’s Day, Saturday 
30th November in the Village Hall , 

Hurstbourne Priors.  

All levels and abilities very welcome. Guidance and 
interval refreshments will be provided. Tickets are 
£25, and are available from Fenella Williams: 
fenella.williams@btopenworld.com/01256 892081  
For any rusty reelers, or newcomers who would like 
to give reeling a whirl, an excellent place to start in 
the meantime is The Swinging Sporran by Roddy 
Martine & Andrew Campbell, or London Reels have 
lots of good tutorials on YouTube.  

CHAPEL ARTS AUTUMN EVENTS 

Chapel Arts Studios is thrilled to announce its 
brand new Autumn programme, packed with 
a vibrant array of workshops, events, and 

activities designed to inspire creativity in both 
children and adults. From jewellery making and 
painting to Halloween fun and Christmas crafts, 
CAS invites the community to join in and explore 
their artistic talents. 
 Highlights of the CAS October Programme 
include: 

Painting with Purpose but not Perfection, 
Saturday 5th and 12th October, 1–2pm 
Embrace your artistic side with a focus on 
expression over perfection. 
Introduction to Ink: Day Workshop, Thursday 
10th October, 10am–4pm 
Explore various ink techniques and create beautiful 
works of art in this full-day session. 
Expressions in Clay, Saturday 19th October, 
10am–12pm for ages 5–11, 1–3pm for ages 12+ 
and adults 
Hands-on clay workshops that cater to both young 
artists and adults. 
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TREE AND GARDEN 
SERVICES 

Contact Drew 
01256 893566 07720 842451 
monkeybusiness77@hotmail.co.uk 

 

NCHARB ~ Fully Insured 
Free estimates and advice 

 

Andover Carpet 
Cleaning Co. 

 

Carpets, Rugs, 
Suites, Sofas, 
Recliners etc. 

 

Scotchguard & 
Deodorise Treatment 

 

07850 677 761 
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Evening Introduction to Silver Clay, Wednesday 
23rd October, 6–9 pm 
A perfect mid-week creative escape to learn the 
basics of silver clay in a relaxed evening setting. 
The Glo Cave: Spooky Halloween Fun, Thursday 
31st October, 11am–3pm 
Get spooky with family-friendly Halloween 
activities in the Glo Cave. 

 

To book your spot or find out more about the events, 
visit www.chapelartsstudios.co.uk or contact CAS at 
info@chapelartsstudios.co.uk or by visiting the CAS 
Community shop at 65 High Street, Andover, 
Hampshire (opposite the old Marks and Spencers) 
 Chapel Arts Studios (CAS) is an innovative 
contemporary arts organisation based in Andover, 
dedicated to fostering creativity, supporting artists, 
and engaging communities through dynamic 
exhibitions, events, and educational programmes. 
 For more information about Chapel Arts 
Studios, visit www.chapelartsstudios.co.uk or follow 
them on Facebook or Instagram @CASArtists 

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE 

National Theatre Live returns to the 
Whitchurch Parish Hall, on Wednesday 
6th November with a screening of Prima 

Facie. Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. 
 Jodie Comer’s (Killing Eve) Olivier and 
Tony Award-winning performance in Suzie Miller’s 
gripping one-woman play returns to cinemas. Tessa 
is a young, brilliant barrister. She has worked her 
way up from working class origins to be at the top 
of her game; defending; cross examining and  

winning. An unexpected event forces her to confront 
the lines where the patriarchal power of the law, 
burden of proof and morals diverge.  
 Prima Facie takes us to the heart of where 
emotion and experience collide with the rules of the 
game.  
 Justin Martin directs this solo tour de force, 
captured live from the intimate Harold Pinter 
Theatre in London’s West End. 

Includes sensitive subject matter including 
references to sex, violence and rape 

Tickets are £10 and you can: 
• Book online at www.ticketsource.co.uk and 

search for Whitchurch and Prima Facie. 
• Reserve your tickets by calling 01256 896 

877 (if necessary, please leave a message 
including your name, number of tickets and 
your contact number). Please note, these 
tickets will be chargeable even if you are 
unable to come. 

• Tickets will also be available on the door 

We will be showing the full NTL production of a 
recorded live broadcast and a short interval film. 
There is a bar available. 

 3



Doug Hopkins 

~ Joinery ~ 
Purpose made joinery and 

cabinet making to your 
specifications 

07857 692 445 
doughopkins@hotmail.com 
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SILK MILL NEWS AND EVENTS 

Heritage Engineering Award 
In September we were presented with the Heritage 
Engineering Award by the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers. We feel extremely proud of this 
achievement, as it recognises our contribution to 
passing on essential skills to future generations of 
Weavers and Tacklers, and also our continued efforts 
to repair and conserve historical machinery. The 
Institution acknowledges that “the Mill has become 
an inspiring and atmospheric place to learn about its 
past.” We hope to have a commemorative plaque on 
display soon, to share this wonderful achievement. 
  
Charity Shop Thanks 
Thank you to all who donated time and goods to the 
Mill’s Friends and Volunteers while they were 
resident in Rotations Charity Shop at the end of 
August. The shop sales raised £1679.18, and £1500 
of that has been pledged to the Mill’s “Big Give 
Christmas Challenge” which will allow us to make 
the most of our fundraising potential this Christmas. 
We hope to raise vital funds for our Weaving 
Futures project, supporting our growing team of 
Weaver Tacklers, conserving our historic machinery 
and growing our network of supporters. 
  
More Good News about Fundraising 
We’re thrilled that conservation work to Loom 10 is 
near completion. Thanks to a grant we have been 
able to dismantle the loom and do the necessary 
repairs. With your generous donations, we raised 
more than £1,000 which allowed us to send the 
dismantled loom parts to have their paint removed 
by a specialist. Repainting is being carried out by 
hand here at the Mill before the loom is rebuilt and 
put back into use. We’re grateful to all who 
contributed. 
  
Current Exhibition 
“Passionate Women – Exploring Female Strength 
through the Alchemy of Thread and Stitch” will be 
on show between 7th September and 24th November. 
Over the centuries, strong rebellious women have 
successfully battled for equality against all the odds. 
In celebration of such strong women, Hampshire-
based textile art group The Alchemist’s Needle will 
bring their work to the Mill, featuring a series of  

unique artworks inspired by women who have 
shaped our world. 
  
The Friendship of Jane Austen and Martha – a 
theatrical talk by Jane Glennie, 7–8.30pm 
Martha Lloyd, “experimental housekeeper” and Jane 
Austen’s best friend, gossips with her neighbours as 
she packs up their house in Castle Square, 
Southampton. Tickets £15 per person, must be 
booked in advance. Doors open at 6.30pm and tea 
and coffee will be available for a donation. 

“Weave a Wall Hanging” Workshop, 10th October 
OR 8th November, 10am–1pm 
In a small group, you’ll learn tips and techniques 
from our weaving team and also have time to create 
your own patterns and textures on one of our Louet 
tabletop looms. Suitable for beginners. Tickets £60 
per person. 

Darning Workshop, 12th October, 2–4pm 
In this beginners’ workshop you’ll learn how to 
rebuild a hole and be guided step-by-step to darn it. 
You’ll also be given an overview of the different 
kinds of mending. All tools will be provided. Tickets 
£35 per person. 

Two-day Weaving Course, 15th & 16th October, 
10.30am–4pm 
This new weaving course for beginners will 
introduce you to the entire weaving process, with 
training provided by our silk weavers. You’ll also 
take home your own creation: a fabulous wall 
hanging. 
Tickets £150 per person. 

BOO-tiful Halloween Fun at Half Term, 30th or 
31st October, 11am–12 noon or 1–2pm 
These special magical printing activities are suitable 
for children aged 5–12. Artists from the Alchemist’s 
Needle will help participants to make either a super 
spooky pencil case or a tote bag. Cost £3 per child. 
Booking is essential. Children should wear clothes 
that won’t matter if acrylic paint is spilled on them. 

Tickets for our events are generally available from 
the Mill Shop or from our website via the ‘What’s 
on’ page. Contact: info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk – 
www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk
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Please provide copy in Word format and attached images as jpg files. 
 

 

 

 

ST MARY BOURNE & WOODCOTT 

 

5 10am to 12 Noon - Repair Café - The George Inn 
5 10am to 12 Noon - Garage Sale - April Cottage, Stoke 
5 6pm - Hampshire Bat Group - St Peter’s Church 
8 10.30am - Coffee at The George Inn 
8 7.30pm - Parish Council meeting - Village Centre Club Room 
11 7.30pm - Flower Show & Fête Thank You Drinks - Village Centre  
15 7.15pm - ‘The Film’ - MOTHERS’ INSTINCT - Village Centre 
16 12.30pm - ‘The Lunch’ - Village Centre Main Hall 
17 7.30pm - Andover Astronomical Society - H’b Tarrant Community Centre 
Saturday mornings - 10.30am to 12.30pm - The Community Library - Village Centre Club Room 
 

LONGPARISH 
 
2 7.30pm - FOLS AGM - School/Community Hall 
6 10.30am - Harvest Festival Service - St. Nicholas Church 
6 12 Noon - Harvest Lunch - Village Hall 
10 10 to 11.45am - Coffee Morning - The Plough 
11 9.15am - Walk and Litter Pick - Village Hall 
13 9am - L2SOTM Race - The Plough 
14 7.30pm - Parish Council Meeting - Village Hall 
19 9.30am - Autumn Village Tidy Up - Playground 
25 12 Noon to 2pm - LCA Lunch Club - Village Hall 
26 2pm - Annual Pumpkin Show - School/Community Hall 
29 7pm - Garden Club - Village Hall 
 

HURSTBOURNE PRIORS 

10 10.15am to 12 Noon - Coffee Morning, no.3 Apsley Cottages 
13 11am - Harvest Festival, St Andrew's Church 
13 12.30pm - Harvest Lunch, Mistletoe Cottage 
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Websites  * Hill & Valley pages on-line 
 

Hurstbourne Priors: 
Parish Council: www.hurstbournepriorsparishcouncil.org.uk * 
 

Longparish: 
Parish Council: www.longparish.org.uk * 
 

St Mary Bourne: 
Parish Council: www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk * 
Village Centre:  www.stmarybourne.co.uk  
Community Hub: www.stmarybourne.org * 

Village Scrap Book: 
Jeanette Davies, daviessmb@aol.com,  07553 044330   
 

Advertising 
 

Emma Palmer, Longparish 
 07881 923150 - hillandvalley@longparish.com 

 

Parish Editors 
 

Hurstbourne Priors: Elise Williams 

 01256 892081 - hillandvalleyhbp@gmail.com 
 

Longparish: Angie Curtis 

 07572 753512 - hillandvalley@longparish.org.uk 
 

St Mary Bourne & Woodcott: Nigel Dickinson 

 01264 738206 - nigeld24@gmail.com 
 

Editorial: Tom Bremridge, Longparish  01264 720 540 

Michael Widén, St Mary Bourne  01264 738 250 
 

Production/Distribution: Tom Bremridge, Longparish 

 01264 720 540 - tbremridge@gmail.com 
Michael Widén, St Mary Bourne 
 01264 738 250 - hillandvalley@btinternet.com  
 

 
 

 

Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall: Mrs Helen Ford,  07789 691018, e: helenford62@hotmail.co.uk 
Longparish Village Hall: Mrs Maggie Barber,  01264 720459, e: villagehall@longparish.org.uk 

Longparish Community Hall: During school open hours, Mrs Christine Leach  01264 720317 
St Mary Bourne Village Centre: Miss Angela Cook,  01264 738158, e: smbvillagecentre@btinternet.com 
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